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EASTEh~,J iLLINOIS UNIVERSITY 
C:-:arleston, IllinOIS 
HARRY READ, Director of Information and Pubhcat1ons (217) 581-2820 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
December 12, 1983 
Select 
CHARLESTON, IL--A courageous victim of muscular dystrophy received 
a Bachelor of Arts degree at Eastern Illinois University's fall commence-
ment Sunday through a program offered by Eastern's governing board and 
his own determined efforts. 
Neil Cutright, of Richmond Heights, Ohio, is confined to a wheel 
chair because of his illness. When his name was announced from the 
platform crossed by the candidates as their degrees were conferred, 
President Stanley Rives descended to floor level to personnally present 
the diploma. 
Dr. Margaret Soderberg, Acting Vice President for Academic Affairs, 
outlined Cutright's accomplishments. 
Neil's mother, the former Dorothy McCandlish of Toledo, Ill., and 
his father, George Cutright, originally from Mattoon (Ill.), attended the 
ceremony. Mr. and Mrs. Cutright reside in Richmond Heights. 
The Board of Governors' Bachelor of Arts is an earned degree. 
More flexible than the traditional program, it allows credit for courses 
taken at any accredited institution either by residence, extension or 
correspondence, by proficiency testing, military time, or by evaluation 
of work/learning experience. 
A total of 120 semester hours of credit is required, the same 
number required of regularly-enrolled students at any of the schools in 
the Board of Governors system. 
Since 1974, Neil has taken correspondence courses and independent 
study from such prestigious universities as Minnesota, Ohio, Indiana, 
Wisconsin and Utah. He satisfied other Board requirements by taking 
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correspondence courses from Western Illinois University, one of the system 
schools. Neil did not have the benefit of classroom work as he progressed 
toward the degree. 
Although the BOG program provides for no special honors system, 
Cutright's grades have been excellent. Dr. Shirley Neal, coordinator of 
the program at Eastern, said that more than 58 percent of his grades 
were A's and that 83 percent were A's and B's. 
Neil has lived with his parents in Monterrey, Mexico and Rio de 
Janeiro. In June, 1974, he graduated as valedictorian from American School 
Foundation in Monterrey. Since 1979, Neil has served as treasurer and 
financial manager of Sparks & Cutright Trucking, Inc., a family-owned 
business in Cumberland County (Ill.) 
A student is admitted to the Board of Governors program by 
submitting an application for admission to one of the five schools in 
the system. 
Family tradition weighed heavily with Neil in his selection of 
Eastern. His parents both graduated in 1967. Neil's brother, George, Jr., 
his sister, Ann Cutright Sparks (an employee at Booth Library, Eastern), 
and an uncle, Lowell Cutright, all hold degrees from Eastern. 
But it all started in 1913 when his grandfather, the late Fred 
McCandlish, graduated. Hrs. McCandlish, Neil's grandmother, still lives 
in Toledo. 
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